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Pasque Flower is one of the first flowers to bloom in gardens–an 
important pollen and nectar source for spring pollinators. 

Pussytoes is a very short groundcover that blankets dry 
ground with spreading runners, like strawberries.

Prairie Smoke is an excellent choice for borders, 
rock gardens, and dry sandy soils. 

Wild Strawberries have tiny and edible fruits. They 
spread many feet each year by runners.

Ground Plum sprawls across the ground. They 
have acorn-sized fruits in summer. 

Blue Eyed Grass is an excellent border flower. 
Doesn’t like clay. Whitish blue flowers.

Shooting Star has a rosette of leaves with flower stems 
shooting from them. They go dormant in summer.

Amethyst Shooting Star is similar to regular 
Shooting Star but purplish pink flowers.

Yellow Star Grass is a tiny flower that grows from a 
small corm, or bulb. Nice for borders.

Fringed Puccoon has frilled yellow flowers. It 
prefers drier soil and no clay.  

Hoary Puccoon has vibrant orange flowers in late 
spring. A great garden flower.

Wood Betony has whorled flowers that bumblebees enjoy. It 
is semi-parasitic and attaches to the roots of a host plant. 

Snakeroot is a pretty little plant with spikes of tiny 
white flowers. Grows from a taproot. 

Bastard Toadflax is a rare, semi-parasitic plant that attaches 
to the roots of host plants. It spreads slowly underground. 

Prairie Phlox has vivid clumps of pink flowers. A short, 
classic garden plant that skipper butterflies enjoy.

Golden Alexanders have clumps of yellow flowers 
that are super popular with pollinators. 
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Cream Wild Indigo is a short, bushy flower with a cascading bouquet of 
cream colored flowers in late spring. Great for drier gardens. 

Skullcap is a only about 8 inches tall, with tiny purple flowers that small 
pollinators enjoy. Spreads underground but not too much.

A favorite flower, Bradbury’s Monarda has wonderful greenish purple foliage 
most of the year. Spreads a little underground. Must-have for gardens.

Wild Lupine isn’t the same as garden lupine and isn’t as 
vigorous. Needs drier soil, and not much clay. 

Prairie Spiderwort is shorter than Ohio Spiderwort and 
doesn’t spread quite as much, but still spreads a lot.

Foxglove Beardtongue is a nice flower that tolerates some shade 
but it spreads everywhere by seed. Good for pollinators though.

Blue Flag Iris is a wetland plant–not your traditional iris. The 
flowers are shorter than the leaves. Good for rain gardens.

Large Flowered Beardtongue has beautiful big flowers. It is 
short lived but re-seeds a little. Good for drier gardens.

Blue Wild Indigo starts out with spikes of blue flowers and then morphs 
into a bushy shape in summer. Great when planted individually.

White Wild Indigo is taller and lankier than Blue Wild Indigo. 
It is a great specimen plant in sunny gardens or prairies.  

Thimbleweed is covered in small white starry flowers in early 
summer. It has uniquely shaped leaves–like geraniums.

Pale Spiked Lobelia is a pretty little plant with spikes of white 
flowers. It doesn’t spread much. Supports small pollinators. 
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Prairie Larkspur has tall spikes of white flowers in mid-summer. It 
can be a short-lived plant but will re-seed. Easy to grow in gardens.

Lance Leaf Coreopsis blooms vigorously the first year it’s planted. It is 
short-lived but spreads by seed. Big bursts of yellow flowers.

Marsh Milkweed isn’t the milkweed you know about. It grows in a clump 
and doesn’t spread underground.. Great for monarch caterpillars!

Harebell is a short flower that send up stems topped with blue 
flowers. It spreads a little underground. A great understory plant.

Small Fame Flower has succulent-like leaves. It tolerates dry soil and is 
great for rock gardens. The flowers bloom at dusk–a treat to see.

Prairie Lily is rare for a reason–it takes years to bloom and doesn’t 
spread easily by seed. Deer love it, so protect it. It’s a gem. 

Narrow Leaf Coneflower is our favorite coneflower. It is short and 
doesn’t spread much. Pretty nodding pink flowers. 

Butterfly Milkweed has brilliant orange flowers. It likes drier soil and 
doesn’t spread underground like common milkweed. A must-have.

Hoary Vervain is common in gravel driveways where it likes poor, dry soil 
and no competition. It looks great with coneflower and coreopsis.

Pale Purple Coneflower has tall, nodding flowers. It’s a beautiful 
prairie plant with deep taproots. Similar to Narrow Leaf but bigger.

Lead Plant can grow new shoots from old stems like a shrub. It has 
silvery leaves and deep purple flowers. Great for sunny gardens.

Prairie Coreopsis grows underground and forms patches of 
green with yellow flowers. Classic of mid-height prairies. 

Pre-order native plants at: blazingstargardens.com
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New Jersey Tea is a popular shrub, but it’s not a dense shrub. 
It has puffs of white flowers and glossy green leaves. 

Prairie Milkweed, or Sullivant’s Milkweed, has dark pink flowers. It’s like 
common milkweed but likes wetter soils and doesn’t spread as much.

Common Milkweed–the milkweed you know. We don’t plant this in 
gardens much–we prefer Marsh or Butterfly Milkweed. It spreads a lot.

Blue Vervain is common in wet meadows and swales. It’s a good rain 
garden plant and can tolerate short wet periods. 

Yellow Coneflower is a prairie classic. It has tall yellow flowers 
in late summer. It spreads a lot, so be careful in gardens. 

Purple Coneflower is a traditional perennial garden plant. It is 
short-lived but spreads a lot by seed. Vigorous blooms the 2nd year. 

Purple Prairie Clover is not your common clover–it grows in a 
clump and spreads a little by seed. Bees love the flowers. 

Michigan Lily–also known as Turks Cap Lily–isn’t the same as  tiger or 
asiatic lilies. It is rare and valuable. Deer love it, so protect it.

Blanket Flower has a huge amount of flowers in red, 
yellow, and orange. It is short-lived but self seeds easily. 
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Prairie Loosestrife is a rarer plant of wet meadows. It 
has nodding yellow flowers. Great for rain gardens. 

Great Blue Lobelia has dense, short spikes of blue flowers that 
bees love. It likes wetter soils and is good for rain gardens. 

Cardinal Flower is a favorite of hummingbirds. The tall red flower spikes 
bloom in late summer. Handles sun and shade, wet and medium soils.

Culver’s Root has spikes of white flowers on top of tall whorled stems. 
It spreads a little each year underground and is a fantastic plant. 

Purple Poppy Mallow grows from a taproot–but year year it sends out 
5ft long stems in all directions along the ground! Long bloom period.

Compass Plant is an extremely tall prairie plant with tall flower stems 
and deep taproots. You only need one or two, and it spreads by seed.

Wild Bergamot is better used in tall, wild gardens and restorations–it 
spreads a lot underground and by seed. Great for pollinators. 

Royal Catchfly is a hummingbird favorite. It has bright 
red flowers and can be short-lived, but self-seeds. 
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Whorled Milkweed is a shorter milkweed that spreads underground. It 
has white flowers that are popular with pollinators. Monarchs love it.

Rattlesnake Master has unique yucca-like leaves. The flowers are spiky 
orbs that bees love. A very cool plant for mi-tall gardens.

Joe Pye weed is a really huge wet-meadow plant. It’s notorious for 
spreading everywhere by seed, so be careful!

Ironweed is a tough wet-meadow plant with tufts of purple flowers. 
Great for large-scale rain gardens, but maybe not small gardens.

Prairie Blazing Star has beautiful spikes of dense pink flowers. 
Pollinators love it (but monarchs prefer Meadow Blazing Star).

Orange Coneflower is one of our favorites–it blooms in late summer 
and has dense clumps of yellow flowers. Great with Blazing Stars.

Dotted Blazing Star prefers dry conditions. It is short and has pretty 
flower stems. A neat little flowers for sandy, dry gardens.

Nodding Onion is a short flower with nodding clumps of spherical 
flowers. It spreads by seed and is a good understory plant.

Prairie Onion is a short flower with nodding clumps of spherical 
flowers. It spreads by seed and is a good understory plant.
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Meadow Blazing Star is the BEST flower for attracting monarchs. 
Monarch butterflies love the nectar–they swarm to it. Just try it!

Rough Blazing Star is another great blazing star for gardens. It can 
handle very dry conditions. It blooms a bit later than the others. 

Grey Goldenrod is our favorite goldenrod because it doesn’t spread 
much and is shorter. Pollinators love the late-summer blooms.

Bottle Gentian is a unique plant with closed flower that bumblebee 
have to force open to get inside to find the nectar. A great flower. 

Cream Gentian is like Bottle Gentian but with almost white flowers. 
Another great flower for gardens. Doesn’t spread much. 

Stiff Gentian has incredible bunches of purplish blue flowers in fall. It’s 
a short biennial–it completes its life cycle in two years and re-seeds.  

Sky Blue Aster has taller stems of light blue flowers in late fall. It likes 
drier soil and spreads by seed, like most asters. 

New England Aster is a wet-meadow plant. It is tall–almost 5ft–and spreads 
by seed a lot. Recommended for tall, wild gardens and restorations.

Aromatic Aster is our favorite aster. It grows to less than 2ft tall and 
spreads underground, but isn’t hard to control. Blooms very late fall.
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Note: Bloom times 
are based on Zone 4 

(northern states)
Warmer zones bloom 2 weeks 

earlier for each additional zone 
(ex Zone 5/Iowa +2 weeks 

earlier, Zone 6/Ohio +4 weeks)
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